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Guiding Concepts: Vision Defined

Harrison Park is an evolving eco-system and significant cultural landscape.  It is 
a living place that must be allowed to adapt and grow.  Not all change will occur 
at once but an approach is needed to make sure that the concept remains true 
over time. 

1. Emphasize cultural appropriateness.
2. Encourage riparian land conservation.
3. Pursue conservation-based low-impact design (LID).
4. Protect and perpetuate sensitive Appalachian visual character.
5. Cluster all permanent structures near the historic barn and locate flexible uses 

and event spaces to the south. 
6. Use a “light touch” when adding new features to the park.
7. Use earth tines and non–invasive plant species. 
8. Use materials such as metal, wood, and masonry for park infrastructure and 

additions. 



Sensitive Low-Impact Design

Low Impact Development (LID) is an innovative stormwater management 
approach modeled after nature. Rainfall is managed at the source near 
rooftops, streetscapes, parking lots, sidewalks and medians. The goal is to 
mimic a site's natural hydrology by using design techniques that infiltrate, 
filter, store, and detain runoff close to its source. 



Low Impact Design 



 A style guide for the look, feel and character of a park that respects its 
context and tries to fit in rather than appear intrusive.

 A guide for future changes that may occur in the park.

 For all things that are not naturally or historically occurring onsite:
 Walkways
 Signs
 Infrastructure
 Buildings and structures
 Art
 Landscape elements

Architectural Vocabulary and Style Guide



1. Metal 
 Farm-type materials or 

simple minimalist COR-TEN 
Steel

High strength, low maintenance, 
and cost effective



2. Wood   
 Reds, browns and greys
 Rustic feel
 Repurposed and handmade 

appearance
 Simple 



3. Masonry
 Brick, Stone, Concrete, Terra cotta

 Earth tones
 Locally sourced
 Hand-hewn or natural



Metal, wood and 
masonry combinations.



Illustrative Site Plan
Farm, event, market, 
service area (Porous 
Asphalt)

North GA Meadow Mix

Benches, swings and sturdy 
outdoor hammocks.

Stage Riverbank restoration 
continues (riparian low-
impact design 
maintained)

Arboretum Discovery 
Trails of North Georgia 
Plants (Pinson Family 
commemoration here)

Dry creek bed, Rain 
Gardens and Wetland 
Interpretive Signs

Rain Gardens and 
Wetland Interpretive 
Signs

Outdoor 
Fitness Area

Lawn for informal Recreation, 
“Lawn-chair Theater”, yoga 
and meditation

Festival and 
market area

Walking Path 
Maintained

Barn Restored as Multi-
Purpose Event Space

Picnic, Shade and 
Group Gathering 
Pavilions 

Children's Play area

Designated river play area 
and small boat launch

Grain bin restroom

Meadow with small 
walking path

Parking (Porous Concrete)

50’ stream buffer



Specific Improvements
Barn and Restrooms



Mowed Field

North Georgia Native Mix 
Wildflower Meadow

Porous Asphalt 

Dumpsters with 
Dense 
Screening  
Evergreens

Storage and 
Screened Porch/
Open deck

Porous Concrete Parking
Bio swales, rain gardens,  
and Specimen Trees with 
Uplighting

Park Sign, Pebble Bed 
and Boulder Cluster

Specific Improvements
1. Parking, Barn and Restrooms

Fragrance Garden and 
Herbs in Galvanized 
Trough Planters

Pasture Fence 
and Arbor 
Gateway

North Georgia 
Native Mix 
Wildflower 
Meadow

50’ Stream Buffer

Grain Bin Restrooms

50’ Mowed Field





The barn should be rehabilitated according the to the 
Secretary of the Interior Standards for Rehabilitation. 









Specific Improvements
2. Paths









Specific Improvements
3. Stage



Long term, a more permanent stage should be implemented that allows 
for flexible use and does not disrupt the visual character of the park. 



Specific Improvements
4. Pavilions and Shelters



Specific Improvements
5. Site Furnishings  
Signs, benches, play equipment, 
trash receptacles



Trash and recycling  receptacles should reinforce the 
rustic character of the park. 





Public art and educational signs all 
have a place in the park when 
sensitively designed and planned in 
advance.





Temporary event lighting







Specific Improvements
6. Rain Gardens and Bioswales

Native, adaptive design
Lessens maintenance 
costs and provides 
educational 
opportunities. 



Example of Rain Garden Design



Before

Nature Based Solutions 

After



Specific Improvements
7. Fields, Meadows and Pasture



The unique ecology of North Georgia is a primary characteristic worthy of perpetuation.



Native Wildflower Meadow Design, field 
maintenance and ongoing replanting are 
specialized processes. 



Specific Improvements
8. Native American History



Specific Improvements
9. Playscapes and Nature Play



Durable, reliable and easy to maintain.



Preferred locations for 
children's play areas.



It does not have to be fancy to be fun!
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