
TANYARD CREEK CHEW CREW
ATHENS, GA
DATES: SPRING 2012 - PRESENT

Beginning in Spring 2012, the project improved the ecological 
function and aesthetic quality of a section of Tanyard Creek, a 
degraded urban stream corridor within the university campus.  
The Chew Crew also generated public interest in stream resto-
ration, promoted scholarly interest in the value of ruminants as 
agents for invasive plant removal, and engaged the university 
community in the process of improving the stream’s condition. 
In developing and implementing the project, students demon-
strated commitment to core values and principles of landscape 
architecture, such as the stewardship of ecological resources, 
celebration of local nature and culture, and the creation of land-
scapes that inspire learning, community, and pride of place. 

While students in the College of Environment and Design 
provided essential vision and leadership for the project, the 
Tanyard Creek Chew Crew also benefitted from the contribu-
tions of students in other disciplines. Because many of the 
project’s goals centered on raising public awareness about the 
possible future restoration of urban streams, students in fields 
such as English, journalism, and photography played key roles 
in its success.

The Tanyard Creek Chew Crew is a student-led effort to test the potential of 
prescribed goat grazing as a sustainable alternative to conventional methods 
of invasive plant management, and to advance the University of Georgia’s goal 
of creating a sustainable learning environment. 

PARTNERS: UGA OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY + UGA FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

THIS OUTREACH PROJECT WAS CONDUCTED BY 
students and faculty of the University of Georgia College of Environment + Design.  

Ph: (706) 542-1816  www.ced.uga.edu
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Tanyard Creek is a small stream that 
flows through densely developed 
neighborhoods and the university 
campus. In many locations, 
the stream is piped beneath 
buildings and expanses of asphalt. 
Elsewhere, it is hidden from view 
by an impenetrable mass of exotic 
invasive plants. Consequently, few 
people considered the creek to 
be a community asset. Seeking to 
transform this situation, Richardson 
proposed that the university initiate 
a targeted grazing pilot-project that 

would use goats to manage invasive 
plant species, raise awareness about 
the value of urban streams, and 
engage the university community in 
ecological restoration.

With financial support from the Of-
fice of Sustainability’s student grants 
program, Richardson assembled a 
team of faculty members, students, 
professionals, and community mem-
bers to design and implement the 
project. This work entailed securing 
the involvement of university archi-
tects, landscape architects, plan-

ners, and grounds maintenance 
staff; collaborating with lawyers in 
the university’s Office of Legal Affairs 
to ensure that the project occurred 
within proper legal parameters; and 
cooperating with university faculty 
in fields such as ecology, agricul-
tural and biological engineering, and 
veterinary science to ensure that 
the project would not impair water 
quality, or jeopardize the health of 
the goat herd. A local goat farmer 
also provided essential guidance. 
Throughout the project, Richardson 
served as the project leader.  

The Goat Shed, constructed from 
recycled and salvaged materials.

Local children enjoy goat-themed 
crafts at KidFest

Earth Day awareness event at the 
Tate Student Center.

The concept for the Tanyard Creek Chew Crew emerged from the “extra-curricular” 
goat grazing experiments of Zach Richardson, a student in the university’s Bachelor 
Landscape Architecture program.

TANYARD CREEK CHEW CREW
ATHENS, GA

UPDATES ARE AVAILABLE HERE: www.facebook.com/tanyardcreekchewcrew
MORE INFORMATION: Jennifer Lewis, Public Service Projects Coordinator, jmlewis@uga.edu, 706-369-5885.

PARTNERS: UGA OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY + UGA FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
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