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V I S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

For this project, ACRE Design & Co. used inspiration from organic flow 
of energy between land and sea and the push and pull of the tide 

from morning to night to design an ecologically and experientially 
unique design. The site provides an exciting experience as users move 

throughout the undulating organic mounds and alongside the 
serene mangrove forest. Users of all mobility types can venture 

through the winding paths and surrounding boardwalk that get 
up close and personal with the Florida ecosystem. Our ecologically 

centered design allows users to interact closely with the mangroves 
with a raised walkway, which prevents heavy traffic and compaction 
on the surrounding soil. At its core, our project aims to provide a 

space for human and ecological interaction that inspires the users 
of the site and enhances the property’s ecological function.
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Our design is inspired by the diverse and beautiful marine habitats of southern Florida. Organic shapes were 
implemented to reflect the natural ecological and tidal functions of the Florida coast, specifically inspired by 
the relationship between the Mangrove trees and their coastal inhabitants. Many of Florida’s aquatic wildlife 

start their lives in sheltered mangrove habitats, and slowly progress into coral reefs and deeper waters as they 
mature. Our site mimics this progression by surrounding visitors with dense vegetation as they enter the site.  

As users move east towards the river, the park opens into an undulating landscape of organic landforms, 
designed to mimic the waves of the ocean. The main earthen wave slowly rises from the riverbank, creating 
a natural amphitheater surrounding an oyster-inspired stage. The other side of the wave “crashes” towards 

the playground and splash pad area which move in a similar wave flow, creating three separate levels of play. 
The bottom level holds a coral splash pad, creating an enclosed play area full of colorful, coral-inspired 

structures for children to climb on. The second level creates a play area for younger children which includes 
a jungle gym based on the arching roots of the mangrove tree, and the third level creates a play area for older 

children mimicking the open ocean floor. Above the third level is café seating which provides an area so that 
parents can sit and watch over their children. 

The site has two primary pathways going around the exterior of the site, a wide, paved walkway, and a raised 
boardwalk. The paved walkway doubles as an emergency access and service road to create a safe, accessible site. 

This path also provides the infrastructure needed to host large events, with a connection throughout key 
areas to unload equipment and food to the back of the site. The boardwalk provides users access to the kayak 

launch, the beach, and the pergola. Users can walk this raised path for an immersive experience in the mangroves 
surrounding the site, without damaging their tree roots. There is also a system of secondary pathways that 
wind around and up the mounds, flowing up the grade and through the shade trees surrounding the path. 

These pathways culminate at the top of the site to provide a wide-open green space with views of the entire site 
and surrounding coast.  

Using Florida’s diverse ecosystem as our inspiration, our design is able to offer a dynamic and educational 
experience as the user flows through the site.   

P r o j e c t  N a r r a t i v e
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raised pergola

Amphitheater 
and stage

mound high 
point overlook 
and open lawn

beach and boardwalk overlook

emergency access/ 
pedestrian walkway

surrounding mangrove forest

property line

boardwalk

mangrove 
playground

shaded 
seating area

secondary 
pathway

splash pad

outdoor cafe

kayak launch

parking lot

mixed use housing

community 
centerupdated streetscape

community 
access point

P L A N S
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p e r s p e c t i v e s

rock wall and jungle gym

a sloping Rock wall has coral inspired 
handholds for childern as they head towards 

a jungle gym, inspired from the mangrove trees 
arching root system

Splash Pad

A coral inspired water playground which has 
coral water structures  and a boat
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Boardwalk through the mangrove trees

p e r s p e c t i v e s



p e r s p e c t i v e s

raised pergola and surrounding boardwalk



cross sections

Street View
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P R E C E D E N T  I M A G E R Y

Our group brought a vast 
diversity of experience to the 
table during our first design 
brainstorming session. World’s 
end in hingham, massachusetts, 
designed by frederick law 
olmsted inspired the idea of the 
natural barrier surrounding 
open, rolling hills. the concept 
of blending landscape and play 
came from switchyard park in 
bloomington, indiana. 

Switchyard Park, Bloomington, Indiana

World’s End, Hingham, Massachusetts 

The Chattahoochee RiverLands, Cobb County, Georgia

Finally, bringing it closer to 
home, we drew inspiration 
from the chattahoochee 
riverlands in the atlanta metro 
area. We were inspired by the 
walkways and board walk. We 
wanted mangrove bay to mimic 
the projected relationship 
between people and the natural 
environment. 
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M A T E R I A L  I M A G E R Y

CIRCUIT BENCH, FORMS + SERVICES

HUDSON BENCH, FORMS + SERVICES

APEX LITTER & RECYCLING RECEPTACLE, FORMS + SERVICESLIGHT COLUMN PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING, FORMS + SERVICES

OLYMPIA BIKE RACK, FORMS + SERVICES

AVIVO PEDESTAL TABLE, FORMS + SERVICES
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BELGIAN COBBLE IN MOONIGHT, BELGARD
BELGIAN COBBLE IN MOONIGHT, BELGARD Coral Stone pavers, Stone Hardscapes

WESTON STONE™ FIRE PIT KIT, BELGARD Aqualine, BELGARD
Eco urbana, BELGARD



1. MAHOGANY (Swietenia mahagoni)
2. Sweetbay magnolia (Magnolia virginiana)
3. red mangrove (rhizophora)
4. red bay (Persea Borbonia)
5. Live oak (Quercus virginiana)
6. Bald cyprus (Taxodium distichum)
7. sweet acacia (Vachellia farnesiana)
8. Paradise Tree (SIMAROUBA GLAUCA)
9. American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)
10. sandpine (Pinus clausa)
11. Laurel Oak (Quercus laurifolia)
12. southern magnolia (Magnolia GrandiFlora)
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